REMARKS 

This Amendment is being filed with a Request for Continued Examination (RCE). The 
RCE and this Amendment replace the allowed claim 1 of the present application with new claims 
24-31. Since allowed claim 1 was noted to be the same as claim 1 of parent patent no. 
6,512,263, a new set of claims is being substituted for the allowed claim. A Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement is also being filed herewith, citing two previously cited 
references not yet made of record and patents issued from the two applications that are parents to 
the present application. 

It is believed that this application remains in condition for allowance, and an early formal 
indication of its allowance is solicited. 
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